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gentry. Both men and women took part in the field work, and
skill in some form of industry was expected of all reputable per-
sons.
The community falls into a system of social classes, based on
wealth and birth; either of which gives standing in the com-
munity and neither of which will long suffice by itself. At the
bottom are the slaves, which according to tradition appear to'
have formed a class in the community from remote antiquity,
although it may be difficult to understand how there should have
been an appreciable number of slaves present before the rise of
piracy. Their numbers appear to have been considerable, though
it is fairly dear that they were not the largest class among the
inhabitants. These slaves were the chattels of their masters, in
full ownership, though the system of slavery appears, on the
whole, not to have taken an extremely harsh form; owing prob-
ably to the relative difficulty of controlling a slave population
which differed neither in physical appearance nor in speech from
their masters, in a country where waste lands and scattered
settlements offered favorable means of escape. Above the slave
class is the (probably) larger class of the half-free tenants, cot-
tiers or dependent working class. And above these again what
may be called the commonalty made up of the freehold farm
population (bcsndr]^ great and small; these would appear to
have been appreciably the more numerous of the several social
classes, and they are unquestionably the main body of the com-
munity considered as a civil society. Distinct from the freehold
farm population in popular apprehension, though not so clearly
distinct in either economic or civil consequence and rank, are
the people of noble or gentle birth (jarl and hersir). The place
and consequence of these in the social fabric are not clear, but
their presence is undoubted and appears to be a typical feature of
the fabric. They appear in effect to have, typically, been sub-
stantial fanners and men of local influence; they may also, by
conventional tolerance, have enjoyed certain ill-defined preroga-
tives and immunities. Somewhat the same is to be said of the